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of Penn. The colony was better governed, and
the anti-proprietary party almost disappeared.
The last six or eight years of Penn's life were free
from trouble. He had ceased his active work at
court, for everything that could be accomplished
for the Quakers in the way of protection and
favorable laws had now been done. Penn spent
his last years in trying to sell the government of
his province to the Crown for a sum that would
enable him to pay his debts and to restore his
family to prosperity. But he was too particular
in stipulating that the great principles of civil and
religious liberty on which the colony had been
established should not be infringed. He had seen
how much evil had resulted to the rights of the
people when the proprietors of the Jerseys parted
with their right to govern. In consequence he
required so many safeguards that the sale of
Pennsylvania was delayed and delayed until its
founder was stricken with paralysis. Penn lin-
gered for some years, but his intellect was now
too much clouded to make a valid sale. The
event, however, was fortunate for Pennsylvania,
which would probably otherwise have lost many
valuable rights and privileges by becoming a
Crown colony.